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Dear PCS Students, Parents, Teachers,
and School Administrators:

Since its establishment in 1977,
Pittsburgh Chinese School has become a
Chinese cultural center in the Greater
Pittsburgh Area. Not only our school
has produced hundreds of bilingual
talents for the United States, it has also
provided  opportunities  for  the
descendents of Chinese Americans to
search for their roots while finding
success in the mainstream. Look at all
Pittsburgh Chinese School has done for
our community, no wonder so many
people have been sending their children
to Pittsburgh Chinese School every
Sunday year in and year out. What can
we do to make Pittsburgh Chinese
School an even better place for people to
get together, to learn, to share and to
look forward to every week?

B For parents who send ther
children to Pittsburgh Chinese
School , we must believe that
our children are getting solid
Chinese education in our school;
but a home we need to
encourage our children to speak
Chinese, read Chinese books and
complete Chinese home
work. We must also set up good
example for our children by
being actively involved in
Chinese School 'S
activities. Remember, this is
your school and this is your
home!  Without your total
involvement and belief in our
school, our school can not
achieve our goa or accomplish
our mission. Your child's
achievement in Chinese learning
depends on you!

For students who attend
Pittsburgh Chinese School , they
should understand it is a great
privilege to have such a great
opportunity to learn  Chinese
language and culture. The students
truly appreciate their parents’ efforts
to their education and the teachers
dedication to their education. The
students treasure every minute they
spend in our school;

For teachers who teach Chinese
language and culture in Pittsburgh
Chinese School , they should understand
how much responsibility our parents and
students place on their shoulders, how
valuable each minute means to our fast
growing youngsters, so our teachers
have dedicated all their time and energy
to the Chinese education for our next
generations.

To reach the above goal, this
administration only wants to ask all
parents, students and teachers ONE
Question “What have you done for our
school in order to reach the above
goas? Can al of usreach or surpassthe
benchmarks that our school set for al of
us throughout the years?i.e. Can our
12th graders know at least 1500 Chinese
characters? Have they read all Chinese
classics? Do they know most of the
Chinese customs and manners? Can our
students comprehend Chinese language
and culturein al five areas: listening,
speaking, reading, writing and
tranglating? If our studentsfail to reach
these benchmarks after studying Chinese
in our school for over 12 years, who is
responsible for the failure? (Principal:
Gaoying Bolinger)
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Dear Teachers, students, and parents:

It has become a tradition that the
chairperson of the school board has to
contribute an article for every issue of
the school newsdletter. | will try to avoid
using such keywords as “1 welcome”, “I
hope”, etc. It is not because | dislike
these tasteless “words’, but because |
don't want to make my writing sound

too official.

Like everyone else here who sends kids
to Pittsburgh Chinese School every
Sunday, | am just an ordinary parent
with two boys, one attending PY 12 class
and the other attending PY 3 class. | was
elected to be a board member in 2006
and became the chairperson immediately
after the end of the last semester, when
the board transition took place.

The first task of the new school board
was to assist the our school principal, Ms.
Gaoying Bolinger, to find a new school
campus, a place which is able to
accommodate the growing needs of PCS.
After making the onsite visit, the board
decided to move the campus from WT to
Allderdice High School. This move not
only helped to cut a large portion of the
facility rental fee, but also brought more



space including classrooms available for
usto use.

Larger space may not always mean a
good thing, especially when we arein an
unfamiliar place. In the first day of this
semester, many parents felt that they lost
direction once they walked into the new
school building. We in fact had a quite
turbulent day to begin with. The school
administration and the board members
have worked very hard trying to improve
the admission and administration
processes during the first few
Sundays. In our most difficult time, we
felt very fortunate that so many parents
volunteered to come forward and offer
help.

As time goes by, most of the problems
have gradually settled. | am so pleased to
witness that many great positive changes
have started taking place, under the
leadership of our principal and vice
principal. We now not only have larger
space to grow, but also have a larger
pool of quality teachers. The student-
teacher ratio has reduced dramatically.
Standardizing the teaching materials has
been reinforced. The new Chinese
reading project is on its way to reach
every classroom. All these changes will
essentially help to make the high quality
of education areachable goal.

Besides helping the school
administration for policy making, an
important role the school board plays is
to organize fund raising events. The
financial support from individuals and
organizations will be used to fund
teachers training program, student
learning program that require travel, and
community  cultural  activities for
education purposes. The ongoing
activities lead by our Financia Director,

Ms. Qingshou Huang, for selling
GiantEagle cards and snackg/drinks in
cafeteria every Sunday is part of our
fund raising efforts.

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank every board
member for their hard work and
devotion. When planning and organizing
school activities, they are the major
driving force behind the scene. I am in
debt to them for their strong support.
(Chairman: Y ang Wang)
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Dear parents:

First of al, we are very thankful that
PCS has moved into a new facility with
great effort from everybody. In this new
semester, we are very glad to see our
parents who are devoted in Chinese
language education bring back so many
students to our Pittsburgh Chinese
School. The new facility is less
expensve and provides an ample
opportunity for PCSto grow. Meanwhile
we also have some difficulties to deal
with such as the environment in some
class room is not that convenient,
number of parking lots is limited, and
activity areas are scattered all over the
place. It isexpected that parents and the
school will work together coherently to
make the PCS a more dynamic teaching
environment, and further improve the
teaching quality.

Like previous semesters, during this
semester, PTO plans to have two PTO
meetings for parents to have direct
communication  with  our  school
administration. Parents’ opinion and
suggestion  will definitely help our
school to improve the teaching quality
and function. Therefore, we set up a box
near the school office to collect parents
opinion and suggestion. Please provide
your comments and recommendations.
PTO hopes that all parents should attend
the PTO meeting.

Meanwhile, we are hoping to hold more
seminars for parents to enjoy while
waiting for their children. So far, PTO
has arranged two seminars. The topics of
the seminars will be announced in the
near future. Please watch out the notes
coming home. If you have any specid

interest on the seminar topics, please feel
free to let us know. We will try our best
to arrange it for you. Thank you.

PTO
Ziging Zhuang /Ye Qing
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Disciplines and Safety

Many thanks to parents who have served
as Parent Guards in the past weeks.
Formerly called Parent Volunteers,
Parent Guards are very important to the
safety, and smooth operation of the
school considering the large number of
students and classes on rented premises.
Unless you or your spouse are a teacher
or board member in the school, each
family must serve as a Parent Guard one
session per semester. Please report to the
office in the Cafeteria on the day of your
scheduled service.

The primary responsibilities of Parent
Guards are asfollows:

1. Patrol assigned floor or area. No
fighting. No loud-speaking. No
ball gamesin classroom or in the
corridor.

2. Nofood or drink in places other
than the Cafeteria on the 1% floor.

3. Help teachers and classroom
activities, if needed.

4. Do not allow suspicious person
to enter building.

5. Recover each classroom (chairs,
desks, black or white boards,
windows, etc) to its original
settings after school.

6. Help fundraising, or set tables
and chairs in events organized by
the school.

In order not to interfere with the class,
parents who stay in the classroom must



sit in the last row away from their child.
(Guidance)
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Student registration

We have 294 students enrolled in 30
language classes and 28 culture classes
this 2007 fall semester, comparing to the
276 students from 24 language classes
and 22 culture classes in the spring
semester.

The communication between the
Registrar and students’ parents are
greatly enhanced by emails instead of
conventional phone calls, which proved
to be more efficient and reliable. There
were about 600 emails received and
replied at

PittsburghChineseSchool @gmail.com
during the registration period.
Fortunately, less than 15% of parents do
not have emails. We tried to use
conventional methods such as letters and

phone calls to contact parents who do
not have emails on file. Another great
improvement is the online students list
published on http://www.pittsburgh-
chinese-school.org/registration.htm,
which provides up-to-date information
for both parents and teachers.

For the next semester, we will continue
promoting our web site as our main
communication methods especially for
registration process. We will also
continue formalizing the registration
process by a serias of forms, including
the class transfer request form and class
admission form.
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Pittsburgh Chinese School Annual
Picnic

We are very pleased that the
Pittsburgh Chinese School Annual
Picnic was held at Peterwood Park in
Southern Pittsburgh on Aug. 5, 2007.
Over 200 people including students,
parents, teachers, and people who
support Chinese education attended this
picnic. The PCS board members and
school administrators had prepared a lot
of foods for our attendants. The food
included not only hamburgers, roast
meet, but aso delicious traditional
Chinese foods, such as fried fish.
Students and parents played football and
soccer after having enough food. We
also had gifts for our students who got a

chance to win through a Chinese auction.

Even Miss Pennsylvania Teen joined the
picnic and expressed faithful wishes for
our Chinese School. We enjoyed our
food and had fun during this activity.
PCS Board would like to take this
opportunity to express our sincere
appreciation to all of you for your great
support and collaboration in this
successful event.
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Pittsburgh dragon boat festival

It was a sunny and beautiful day
on September 22, 2007. The annual
Pittsburgh dragon boat festival was
held in the South Side River Front Park
as expected. It is the second time that the
CAST-P and the Pittsburgh Chinese
School organized a joint team. Even
though there was no dragon boat teams
competition during the festival, it still
attracted so many local people to visit
there.

To maximum the opportunity to
introduce Chinese culture to our
American and other ethnic friends, build
a more solid bridge between Chinese
culture and various cultures, our culture
group performed rich and colorful
Chinese culture programs. All of the
programs performed by the PCS's
Chinese culture group got a great and



warm applause from the audience. In
addition, the PCS's booth decorated with
the strong Chinese culture characteristics
attracted many people to stop by, some
of them made inquire the Pittsburgh
Chinese School, some of them bought
the handicraft articles, and some of them
liked to have a written their own Chinese
name bookmark, our volunteers
provided great servicesto them.

The PCS food found-raising
booth also provided delicious home
made dumplings and egg rolls, which
attracted many people's eye balls. The
food got great welcome by the visitors.

PCS Board would like to take
this opportunity to express our sincere
appreciation to all of you for your great
support and collaboration to this success
event.

(PCS program group: Cungi Wang and
Hongying Zhou)
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Research report on Chinese
Reading and Writing Development

Students who learn Chinese in a
weekend school face many challenges.
The most upfront one is extremely
restricted print input in Chinese, i.e,
print materials both in school and at
home are very limited. Also, the time
spent on Chinese instruction is minimal;
and there is limited auditory and visual
input which supports Chinese learning
both in school and at home. However,



despite all these difficulties, our study
found improvements in students skills
in reading and writing Chinese over a
short period of time, athough the
improvements were limited. In the past
two years, the Biliteracy development
research group from Department of
Modern Languages at Carnegie Mellon
University has been focusing on grade 3,
4 and 5 children’s literacy development
in Chinese. Results were presented in
two paper reports, namely, Literacy
Development in Chinese as a Heritage
Language, and Effects of Print Input on
Morphological ~ Awareness  among
Chinese Heritage Language Learners
(published in Chinese as a Heritage
Language (He & Xiao, in press). Here
we present parts of the results:

Children's literacy development is
closely related to the following factors:

1) Knowledge of Chinese ord
vocabulary; 2) Chinese morphological
awareness. This refers to ability to
recognize, analyze, and manipulate
morphologica information in characters
and words. For instance, being able to
recognize “y 7 asthe semantic radical
of “J1]”, and know that it has to do with
“water”, in addition, being able to use
this part of the information to infer the
meaning of new words which contain the
same semantic radical; 3) The breadth of
one's reading. Our result is consistent
with previous findings on English
monolingual children, which shows the
more one reads, the better one could read.

For teachers, the most important
implication is that, when teaching
Chinese characters and words, we should
encourage students to discover the
regularities of Chinese morphology.
Rote memory should be discouraged.
Also, “repetition” is important in class.

10

We should make use of previousy
learned characters and recurrent parts of
characters to build up students
knowledge of characters and words. By
doing so, we could also promote their
better understanding of regularities in
Chinese characters and words. Such
ways of teaching and learning should be
incorporated in assessment, too.

For parents, the implication is that home
literacy environment is very critical in
helping students learn  Chinese.
Therefore, parents should promote the
use of Chinese with children in daily
conversation, read more stories to your
children, and help expand their oral
vocabulary. Parents are also encouraged
to provide rich print materials in Chinese
to the children in order to increase their
experience with print processing.

Right now we are still in the process of
data processing. Our current focus is to
understand the relationship between
reading and writing skills in English and
in Chinese. We will keep PCS parents
and teachers updated.

e P L

Reference

Koda, K., Lu, C,, and Zhang, Y. (in press).
Effects of Print Input on Morphologica
Awareness among Chinese Heritage Language
Learners.

Koda, Zhang, Y., and Yang, C. (in press).
Literacy Development in Chinese as a
Heritage Language.

Both in He, A. W., & Xiao, Y. (In press),
Chinese as a heritage language: Fostering
rooted world citizenry. Honolulu: National
Foreign Language Resource Center/University
of Hawaii Press.
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October 8, 2007
Dear PCS Supporters,

On behalf of the Pittsburgh Chinese School Educational Foundation, Inc. (PCSEFI), we would
like to solicit your support and donation for this coming year. The PCSEFI is aregistered IRS
501c (3) non-profit organization, and our mission isto (1) operate as a Chinese language school;
(2) promote awareness of Chinese culture and heritage in the community; (3) engage in pertaining
activitiesin the community; and (4) support new Chinese immigrants understand American
culture and language to achieve cultural communication and harmony. Our school is currently
having around 300 students and 60 staff members. It islocated at the Allderdice High School,
2409 Shady Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

Currently, we are launching a 2008 PCSEFI fund raising benefactor program. Y our donations
will be greatly appreciated and prominently featured in our 2008 NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
program book and 2008 spring and fall directories.

There are four levels of recognition for cash donations:

e Diamond: $1000 and above
e Gold: $500
e Silver: $300
e Brown: $100

In addition, we would like to inform you a great opportunity to advertise your business to the
Chinese communities through 2008 NEW YEAR CELEBRATION program book or our
website http://www.pittsburgh-chinese-school.org . The unit price of an advertisement varies by
size:

e Full Page & Website: $288 e Full Pageonly: $125
e Half Page & Website: $266 e Half Pageonly: $75
e Quarter Page & Website: $248 e Quarter Pageonly: $50

e Website only: $200

All donations are fully tax deductible (IRS EIN #25-1811018), and a receipt will be mailed to you.
Please make check payable to PCSEFI, and send it to PCSEFI, P.0.Box 383, Wexford, PA 15090-
0383.

Thank you very much again!

Sincerely Yours,

Board of Pittsburgh Chinese School Educational Foundation, Inc.
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PCS 2007 Fundraising Activities

1. Dragon Boat Festival - Art and Crafts Sale

PCS participated in the Dragon Boat Festival with CASTP again on 9/22/07.
Many volunteers and Board members worked together to make the event
successful. In addition, PCS had a booth to sell various arts and crafts to promote
Chinese culture and have fundraising. We'd like to thank the people (Hong Tao,
Qing Ye, etc) who donated many nice and special items to the event. Cungi
Wang showed impressive Chinese calligraphy on bookmarks mostly made by
Rong Chen that consist of significant net of fundraising that day. We have gained
total of $288 from the event.

2. Giant Eagle Gift Card Sale
A lot of students and families have participated in the Sale of Giant Eagle Cards

($5000). All profits of $250 gained from this activity will be used
in purchasing 2008 Chinese New Year Dinner Party’s presents or

gifts for students. A lot of parentsdidn’t get a chance to order the cards yet.
PCS board has ordered another $5000 so that PCS will get $500 profits. If each of
family purchases $50 of the Giant Eagle cards, we'll meet the goal ($50 x 200
families = $10,000). The class and parent who sell the most Giant Eagle Gift
Cards will get a surprise! We thank all families that have participated in this
fundraising activity.

3. Sdling Snacks
Students are only allowed to have food and/or drinks in the cafeteria areal To
help to obey the rule of the school, PCS has resumed selling snacks during school
hours (from 2:45 PM to 4:15 PM) in the cafeteria. PCS sells not only delicious
snacks and drinks that are much cheaper than those from a vending machine, but
also reference books, of Giant Eagle Cards, and other items. It provides another
opportunity of fundraising.

4. Other Fundraising Plan
e PCS has formed a specia group for applying grant. This group is led by
Gaoying Bolinger and Zhiqing Zhuang. They will write proposals and submit
them to the corresponding committees for funding through
government/foundation. Please contact Gaoying Bolinger or Zhiging Zhuang
if you have any experiences on writing proposals and willing to contribute

your time to PCS.

e PCS has formed another special group for pursuing potential supporters. This
group is lead by Rong Chen and Hong Tao. They will contact our parents and
submit the solicitation letter to the key person in the corporations (Eaton, PPG,
UPMC, Alcoa, Seagate, etc) by our parents and get funding. We need our PCS
parent’s help to find out those potential companies. Please contact Rong Chen
or Hong Tao if you work for those types of corporations. (Qingshou Huang)
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Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

Yang Wang

Hong Tao
Gaoying Bolinger
Rong Chen
Qingshou Huang
Yong jun Zhang
Jiping Shao
Ziqing Zhuang
Qing Ye

Cungi Wang
Honyin Zhou
Qingqging Fu

Chuanbao Wang

(724)816-1073
(412) 498-2945

(412)216-3778

(412) 455-5708
(412) 276-0672
(412) 375-7050
(412) 366-3411

(724) 719-8340
(724) 612-9852
(724)816-1073
(412) 498-2945
(412) 682-7506
(412) 7281767
(412)913-3093
(412) 848-0409
(412) 572-7029
(412) 327-4226
(412) 487-3485
(724) 713-0006
(412) 596-0060
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