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Pittsburgh Chinese School Academic Requirements and Student Status

Management Guidelines
Revised in January 2024

I. Entry of New Students:

1. A student who enrolls in preschool (K1), kindergarten (K2), or 1% grade in the student’s
first PCS year is considered as a “New Student”.

2. Children must be four years old on or before September 30 to enter preschool (K1) and
five years old to enter kindergarten (K2) in our school.

3. Children must be six years old on or before September 30 to enter 1% grade.
4. All new students are required to provide proof of age by the time designated by PCS.

5. All new students who meet the above requirements will be assigned to an appropriate
class by our registrar.

6. In case a student applies for the enroliment but does not meet the above requirement due
to a special reason, a final decision will be made by the school board.

[1. Entry of Transferring Students:

1. Astudent is considered as a “Transferring Student” if he or she enrolls in 2" grade or a
higher grade in the student’s first PCS year. (Note: A Transferring Student registered in
2" grade must be at least seven years old on or before September 30 of the enrolled
school year. Similar age increase requirements are applicable for higher grades.)

2. Enrollment for Transferring Students: register online, meet PCS academic committee
members and, if necessary, attend an entry exam.

3. According to interview evaluation and exam results, a Transferring Student will be
assigned to an appropriate class.

4. A “Returning Student” is a student who returns to the PCS after taking a break with one
or more semesters. Returning Students will follow the same process as “Transferring
Students.” In general, he or she should be back to the grade when he or she takes the
break.

I11. Classes Offered by Pittsburgh Chinese School:
Chinese Class:

Preschool K1 (All of 4 years old) and Kindergarten K2 (5 years old from Chinese
speaking families): Cultivating feeling of Chinese language.

1-6 years (6-11 years old): know 1000-2000 characters, be able to complete independent
reading and writing in preliminary level.
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7-9 years (12-14 years old): learn to apply Chinese language in the process of studying
Chinese geography, culture, and history, improve critical reading and writing skill, and
complete HSK 4 or higher level.

10-12 years (15-17 years old): have option to take various special topic of Chinese
culture and AP Chinese class, enhance listening, speaking, reading, and writing level.

CSL Class:

1-3 years (5-13 years old, Non-Chinese speaking family): learn to speak and listen,
recognize Chinese, and then transfer to regular Chinese or other options.

IV. Class Completion Requirements:
1. Being enrolled in grade 9 or higher in the student’s U.S. school; and

2. Having studied at PCS for at least two consecutive years or for four years in total before
the end of the final school year and reached 75% or more attendance rate.

V. Graduation Requirements: in addition to the class completion requirements,
1. Having passed the HSK level 4 test; or
2. Having obtained a score of at least 5 in an AP Chinese test.

VI. A student who has met relevant requirements may submit an application for a certificate of
graduation or a certificate of class completion before the Fall semester of the final school
year, subject to the approval of the PCS Graduation Review Committee. The student must
complete a graduation project independently in the Spring semester. The PCS Academic
Requirements and Student Status Management Guidelines (Appendix) includes the details of
the review procedure. Certificates of graduation will be issued at a graduation ceremony.
Certificates of class completion will be issued to students who have met the class completion
requirements.

VII.  In case a student plans to apply for a certificate of graduation or a certificate of class
completion but does not meet the above requirements due to a special reason, a final decision
will be made by the school board.



